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Mechanical Systems Replacement Project
The project is a combination of four sanitary pump station (SPS) upgrades and one pressure reducing valve (PRV)
upgrade throughout Chilliwack that have been combined to increase scope and economy of scale. The SPS 5, 6 and 7
replacements are to increase pump station capacity to meet future flow conditions. The SPS 10 upgrade is to meet
future flow conditions and to improve operational reliability. The Goldspring PRV is to upgrade the PRV station to
continue to meet current WorkSafeBC standards and to improve operational
reliability.
The Timbro Contracting Ltd./Onsite Engineering Ltd. design-build team
completed the replacement of SPS 6 in early 2019, SPS 5 in May, SPS 10 in
August, and commissioned SPS 7 and the Goldspring PRV in September and
early October respectively, with the latter two projects still requiring final site
restoration and deficiency correction. This $2.8 million project is on schedule
to be substantially completed by the end of October 2019.

The following table shows water and sewer infrastructure upgrade projects:
Name of Project
Upgrade SPS 5
Upgrade SPS 6
Upgrade SPS 7
Goldspring PRV
SPS 10 2nd
Submersible Pump

Description of Work
Complete replacement of Sanitary Pump
Station
Complete replacement of Sanitary Pump
Station
Complete replacement of Sanitary Pump
Station
Complete replacement of Pressure
Reducing Valve station

Contract Value

Project Status

$744,000

Completed Jan. 2019

$832,000

Completed May 2019

$792,000

Completed Sep. 2019

$240,000

Construction commenced

Installation of second submersible pump

$176,000

Completed Aug. 2019

Well #5 Pilot Testing Study
This study is needed to determine the treatment requirements to ensure that
Well #5 can be brought online while providing continuous stabilized water of
acceptable quality that meets discharge parameters.
Well pumping commenced in late July 2018, after obtaining necessary
approval from the Province, and continued until the end of July 2019 to collect
one year of data to determine groundwater quality variations. The pilot
testing phase of the project began in late March and completed successfully in
early May. The results of the pilot will be used to evaluate options for treating
the groundwater. Associated Engineering is providing the consulting services for this $250,000 project, and the project
will be completed in the fall of 2019.
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2019 Utilities Upgrade Project
The project is a combination of six water main installations, two sewer main upgrades and one storm sewer main
upgrade throughout Chilliwack. The project also includes one pressure reducing valve (PRV) installation and a landfill
gas collection system. These upgrades have been combined to increase scope and economy of scale. The water main
installations will increase supply and fire flow capacity, and improve the water quality in the local area. The sewer
main replacements and upgrades will replace aging infrastructure and increase capacity to satisfy increased flow
from new and future developments. The storm sewer main upgrade will replace aging infrastructure and increase
capacity to satisfy increased flow from downtown developments. The new Jinkerson PRV station will facilitate
current and future development activities in the area. The Bailey Landfill gas
system will improve landfill gas collection.
The Timbro Contracting Ltd./Onsite Engineering Ltd. design-build team have
completed the design and construction of the Banford Road watermain
installation, as well as the South Sumas Road gravity sanitary sewer main with
the exception of some minor final paving areas. Timbro Contracting/Onsite
Engineering are continuing with design development for the remaining
project areas while completing construction project areas. Construction of the
Lewis Avenue watermain upgrade will begin in mid-October 2019. The $3.85
million overall project is scheduled to be completed in September 2020.

Wastewater Treatment Plant Inlet Works Upgrade Project
The existing Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) inlet works, originally constructed in 1973, need expansion to
accommodate increased flows and loads due to growth in the city. The objective of this project is to upgrade the
WWTP inlet works to meet current and future capacity to service the increase in sewered population for the next
30 years. The project includes the new Inlet Works Building, which contains efficient and high-performance
screening units including screenings processing, a high-performance induced vortex grit removal system and
allocated space for a future truck septage receiving and screening station.
This $8.11 million design-build project was awarded to Tritech Group Ltd. / Stantec Consulting Ltd. and the contract
execution and design development are underway. The project is scheduled to be completed in February 2021.
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Lickman Interchange Project
Final paving, line markings and signage
works were completed for the Lickman
Interchange Project during the third
quarter.

Valley Rail Trail North Extension
Survey and 50% design were completed in the second quarter to obtain construction pricing. Council authorized
completion of detailed design and construction by Eurovia BC Construction. The work is scheduled to be completed by
Spring 2020.

Hack Brown / Prest / Five Corners Design-Build Project
Detailed design including coordination with BC Hydro/Telus for pole relocations at the Prest and Chilliwack Central
roundabout occurred during the third quarter. The Webster sidewalk project advanced to construction with new
curb, sidewalk and street lights in September and October. The Hack Brown realignment and Five Corners project
are scheduled for construction in 2020.
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Asphalt Rehabilitation Program
Evans Road asphalt rehabilitation from the Trans-Canada
Highway to Stevenson Road has now been substantially
completed. This project involved sections of curb, gutter and
sidewalk replacement, base repairs to the BC Hydro trench and
other areas of asphalt deterioration, and finally asphalt overlay.
One particular area which experienced long-term settlement saw
the reinforcement of the water main with joint restraints,
removal of peat material and installation of lightweight
aggregate fill. The project reached completion ahead of schedule
and final road markings and delineators were installed all prior to
the start of the new school year.

Evans Road

The 2019 Asphalt Rehabilitation Program is progressing with All Roads
Construction. Roads that have reached substantial completion are:
•
•
•
•

Banford Road – CN Railway to Yale Road
Extrom Road – Sherlaw Road to Ryder Lake Road
Old Orchard Road – 260m north of Industrial Way
Matheson Road – from Bailey Road to the weigh scale entrance

Extrom Road

Matheson Road

Roads currently in progress are:
• Elk View Road – geotechnical reinforcement and paving south
of Wincott Road
• Progress Way – Lickman Road to Industrial Way
• Castleman Road – Chapman Road to McGrath Road
Elk View Road
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Cycle Vision
Two Cycle Vision projects are in final design stages and are scheduled to be constructed early spring of 2020 as
weather permits. Spruce-Britton-Sheffield and Airport-Broadway bike lane facilities are planned. These roadways will
see improved bike lane infrastructure with a combination of painted buffered bike lanes, adjusted on-street parking
lanes for bike protection, delineators/planters in critical areas, green MMA road paint for conflict zones and improved
signage. Additionally there will be some road widening to allow the retention of some on-street parking. The timing of
these changes will coincide with planned asphalt rehabilitation of the roadways.

Traffic Counts and Roadway Reflectors
The 2019 annual programs for traffic counts and roadway reflectors have now been completed.

Delineators
Several areas have been identified where installation of delineators would increase safety for vehicles,
pedestrians and cyclists.
Installation of delineators has been completed or is in progress in the following areas:
•

Watson Elementary

•

Vedder Road, north of Keith Wilson Road

•

Sunrise Drive at Sunburst Place
Young Road, north and south of Hocking Avenue/Southlands
Drive
Ashwell Road at Spadina Avenue

•
•
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Safer City Projects
Back to School
During this year’s Back to School enforcement and education project, the Safer
City team attended 18 schools enforcing and educating drivers on 30 km/h school
zones. The local business community donated advertising space on their roadside
advertising boards in an effort to collectively raise awareness that school was
back in session; many of the businesses kept the messaging up into the month of
October. School zone safety reminders were also provided through social media,
website tips, newspaper and radio ads. School bus safety was also highlighted
through a full page reminder in the Fall/Winter edition of the Leisure Guide.

School Bus Safety Videos
Due to public enquiries and concerns raised regarding safety
around school buses, the Safer City team decided to prepare a
short video series for public education for the 2019 Back to
School season. The strong partnership and cost sharing with
Chilliwack School District No. 33 enabled the Safer City team to
move quickly to secure a local production company, Dock Visual
Media. The first safety video was released at the start of the
Back to School season. The videos will be released throughout
the school year in an effort to keep school bus safety top of
mind for drivers.

Rail Safety Campaign
Thanks to a grant from Transport Canada for 2019-2020 Rail Safety
Improvement Funding the City launched a rail safety campaign starting
with Rail Safety Week. Chilliwack has 27 at-grade crossing locations
within its municipal boundaries; 15 are designated CN and 12 are
designated SRY. The project involves education and awareness outreach
through local marketing efforts including radio advertisements,
newspaper advertisements, posters and rack card campaigns, public
engagement events, community facility electronic display boards,
travelling billboards and corridor ownership.
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Fall City-Wide Garage Sale
The semi-annual City-Wide Garage Sale took place on September 21.
This event, which promotes waste reduction through reuse, continues
to be a community favourite with over 100 residences taking part.
Garage sale hosts with leftover items were encouraged to donate
them to local charities or thrift stores to keep them out of the landfill.

Adopt-a-River
The BC Rivers Day Adopt-A-River event took place on September 22.
Approximately 250 volunteers came out to help clean up the Chilliwack/
Vedder River, removing 4.5 tonnes of garbage and recyclables. The City
provides funding assistance to the Chilliwack-Vedder River Cleanup Society
to organize the events.
An Environmental Services staff member was on-hand to assist in the
cleanup and promote the City’s other environmental programs.

Street Can Replacement
Four companies submitted proposals in response to the Street Can Provision
Request for Proposals, which closed on July 17. Several different models will be
trialed over the fall and winter before selecting a container to replace the
existing street cans in the downtown area and at bus stops.
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Salmon Habitat Enhancement
Two classes of middle school students recently planted
clusters of trees along Dunville Creek to improve
habitat for Coho salmon. Staff were on hand to
coordinate and assist.

Hooge Road Salmon Rearing Pond Construction
A new salmon rearing pond adjacent to the Vedder River was created near the
Hooge Road parking lot by the Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition in partnership
with the Fisheries and Oceans
Resource Restoration Unit (DFO),
and funders. The City assisted
with acquisition of large woody
debris, facilitation, trail closures,
and community notifications.

Coho Overwintering Pond Construction
A new overwintering pond was created for Coho salmon in Wilson
Park in Yarrow. The space provides calm water for juvenile fish to
seek refuge during strong winter flows on Stewart Creek. The project
was completed by the City’s Operations and Environmental Services
Departments, the Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition, the Fisheries
and Oceans Resource Restoration Unit (DFO) and funders.
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Nature Education
Staff coordinated an outdoor classroom session for the Chilliwack Society for Community Living summer program. A
hands-on presentation about local wildlife was followed by a nature scavenger hunt aiming to get kids to slow down
and appreciate intricacies of our natural spaces.

Orchard Slough Check Dam
Northwest Hydraulic Consultants completed the engineering
design work in early 2019. The construction portion was tendered
through public procurement in March 2019. Seven bids were
received with Cutline Contracting Ltd. submitting the successful
bid and being awarded the contract. Construction work was
completed during the summer environmental work window of
August and September, with the final contract value in the
amount of $106,000.

This project was funded as part of the $750,000 grant
through the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) to complete
Fraser River Erosion protection under the Community
Emergency Preparedness Fund (CEPF).
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The Landing Playground Upgrades

The Landing Playground was designed in sections and scheduled over multiple years to deliver a significant
community playground with play value for all ages within annual budgets. The final section of the playground was
installed in the summer of 2019 with financial support from an anonymous community member. This area was
designed to have an aesthetically pleasing feature play element with an overhead climbing apparatus. A large
custom designed excavation machine became the main structure, and is flanked by two operational digging toy
features. The main structure provides many ways to climb up to the overhead monkey bars, a large circular slide, a
double race slide and a sliding rail. Included in this final section of the playground design was the inclusion of an
asphalt pathway around the entire park. This pathway will be marked with street signage to offer a play surface for
children of all abilities on all types of wheeled conveyance.

CSA Replacement Program
As part of the almost complete 20-year CSA replacement program, three parks received new play structures and
other park amenities in 2019. Community consultation meetings were held in each park in late 2018. The designs
were revised based on feedback from the community, and then contracts awarded with construction in the spring of
2019. The parks that received these upgraded play structures and other amenities in 2019 were Guinet Park in
Fairfield Island, Higginson Park in Sardis and Parker Park in the downtown area.

Higginson Park

Guinet Park
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Kensington Park
The need for a neighbourhood park was identified in the Eastern Hillsides Comprehensive Area Plan in 2012. Once
development began on Elk Creek Estates in 2015, two parcels of land adjacent to the Marble Hill Natural Area were
selected as the most suitable land for park purposes. As Elk Creek Estates developed into a community, interest in the
in the park grew and a meeting was held near the park in late 2018. This meeting guided the design process, resulting
in the new Kensington Park. In the community meeting the feedback was for a more natural plan and additional
amenities due to the separation from other parks and services in the City. The design, focused on the main wooden
parkour structure, offers agility challenges for ages 5-12 while the secondary sand play structure caters to the 2-5 age
group. A looping street play path offers a play surface for children of all abilities on all types of wheeled conveyance.
Play for other age groups can be found on a sports court with pickle ball, basketball, hockey and other asphalt games.
With a small picnic area and drinking fountain, Kensington Park will provide decades of recreation for all age groups.

Kinsmen Park on Portage
With consistent, increasing demand on the facilities of Kinsmen Park on Portage, a redeveloped project was
scheduled. Due to the complexity and size of the plan, it was scheduled over a two-year period. The redevelopment
was completed in 2019 with the relocation of the playground to a more central location. The new play structures
include the large “centre stage” structure with three slides and four ways to climb up, and a smaller structure with
classic spring toys for ages 2-5. Guardian viewing has been made comfortable from three benches located in a large
paved guardian area with a historical display. An asphalt pathway offers a play surface for children of all abilities on
all types of wheeled conveyance.
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Slough Ditching 2019

Instream cleaning and maintenance of the Hope and Camp systems continued in 2019. Camp Slough cleaning involved
cleaning of Gravelly Slough from the confluence of Hope Slough to Camp Slough. Camp Slough was cleaned to the
confluence of Bear Slough. Bear Slough was cleaned around and reconnected to Camp Slough at Rose Road. The map
above shows the extent of the cleaning works. A total of 4,000 lineal metres of grass, log, and sediment removal was
completed between September 16 and October 8. A 55 foot long boom excavator was used for the cleaning and as a
requirement of permit. Nova Pacific Environmental personnel monitored the instream works. The total cost to
complete the 2019 work at this location was approximately $40,000. Each year the Hope and Camp systems are seeing
more and more waterway cleaned and opened up which not only benefits drainage for the area but also increases
recreational opportunities for water borne activities.

Eagle Nest Relocation

Transport Canada requires periodic surveys to be carried out to determine if any structures or trees have the potential
to intrude into the airspace of the Chilliwack Airport approach corridor. Developed as a result of these surveys, the
City’s tree management plan for the airport runway approach required staff to condition a few trees, one of which
contained an eagle’s nest. The nest had to be relocated outside of the nesting season. The City requested assistance
from the experts at the Hancock Wildlife Foundation and under their guidance and supervision a new nest was
partially built on September 16, followed by the original nest being removed on September 27. The eagle pair that
inhabited the old nest were spotted returning to the area the week of October 7. The new nest will now be monitored
to see if the pair adopt it as their own and complete its construction. To date the Hancock Foundation has seen a 100%
success rate in eagle nest relocations. The pictures show the returning pair and the manmade nest.
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Winter Preparedness at Operations
The Operations Department has been hard at work preparing the City’s fleet and personnel for the upcoming winter
season. 4-hour refresher sessions were attended by 70 workers who will be diligently working to keep our city safe
this winter. This refresher training highlighted key factors for the safe performance of winter weather tasks such as
plowing and spreading brine and salt around our hillsides and downtown streets. Equipment inspection and
maintenance and public awareness were also components of the training, reminding everyone to remain alert for
potentially unsafe conditions. Ten workers who are newer to the winter program attended an 8-hour classroom
course where they received in-depth theory on operating equipment during the winter storms. Along with winter
theory, 52 hours of one-on-one driver training with a professional instructor were completed. Fleet Department
mechanics have been inspecting and maintaining the necessary equipment to ready for winter operations. Snow
blowers, sanders, plows, tire chains, tractor attachments and the new additions to snow removal components have
been readied for action. Improvements have been made to the anti-icing system for improved safety throughout
winter operations. The Operations Yard has been filled with salt and sand and the brine is ready for mixing. With the
completion of the new satellite salt and sand facility on Nixon Road, the Operations Department has been readied
for the winter to come.

Second Garbage Truck Added to Operations Department
The Operations Department received its second garbage truck in the third quarter. The new truck is capable of
compacting up to 6.5 cubic yards of refuse and is equipped with a high pressure washdown system to clean out
garbage cans and other debris from sidewalks and walkways. This second truck enables crews to increase garbage
collection services for parks and trails and can allow for expanded services.
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SPS #8 Gets Emergency Standby Power Capability
The Operations Department recently installed a new generator to provide the ability to generate standby power in
the sewer system during a power outage. The City of Chilliwack’s water, sewer and drainage stations must continue
to operate during prolonged power outages in order to assure utility services are maintained for all residents. Severe
storms, motor vehicle accidents and widespread power outages create operational challenges; portable generators
are often difficult to tow around and require staff and vehicle resources. Static generators have a higher initial capital
cost, but in the long term with a service life of 30+ years, these installations are more efficient and provide cost
savings. The latest permanent installation on Brooks Avenue (SPS #8) was planned based on factors such as historical
outage data, site access, operational requirements and available property to site the generator. The generator and
kiosk will also be wrapped to improve aesthetics once the weather allows for wrap installation. The City’s water and
sewer infrastructure is now equipped with a total of 49 standby generators located throughout the City.
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Recreation and Culture Celebration and Activity Grants
Through the months of July, August and September, the Celebration and Activity Grant stream of the Neighbourhood
Grant Program supported 31 events with a total of $8,125.04 of grant funding. The events were primarily
neighbourhood block party events totaling just over 3,550 guests cumulatively.
The Fairy Village Festival was an event
to restore a fairy village that had been
destroyed by vandalism. The original
fairy village was organically created by
children in the neighbourhood over the
years and held special meaning for the
community. With support from the
Celebration and Activity Grant, as well
as United Way and other local community organizations, approximately 300
children and adults painted and donated various materials to fill the fairy
village with whimsy and colour.

The Chilliwack Pride BBQ was a first time event
that showcased the inclusivity of the community
and created a welcoming and safe space for all
attendees. The approximately 700 people in
attendance enjoyed a variety of food, desserts,
games and entertainment, as well as the
opportunity to connect with local organizations
and learn about their services. There was a
sensory-calmed area for guests to retreat to if
needed. One attendee said, “You know it was a
wonderful event when your cheeks are actually
sore from so much smiling.”

The Princess Avenue Street Party was a fantastic event for over 200 attendees from four residential blocks in
Chilliwack Proper. The Fire Department showed up to engage with the community while local community members
supported the event with donations including photography, music, lawn games, and more. The event was such a
success that there are already plans to host a second event that will incorporate more of the local community.
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Recreation and Culture Celebration and Activity Grants
Beaufort Rd. & Curry Pl. has been an
annual block party featuring free food,
games for kids, and all-around fun and
neighbourly enthusiasm. This year’s
Oktoberfest theme yielded a variety of
German food and music provided by
those attending. Like some of the other
block parties, this event was organized
by the local Block Watch group as an
initiative to increase safety in their
community.

Community Events:
Some of the larger community
events that occurred this
quarter included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

One take away from this year’s
celebration was that it connected the
existing volunteers with a new
neighbour who is now excited to be
part of next year’s gathering.

•
•
•
•

Party in the Park
Stó:lō Children’s Festival
Barn Burner
Sunflower Festival
Chilliwack Fair
REVEL Marathon
Lock’s Pharmacy 70th
Anniversary Party
Flight Fest
Terry Fox Run

Recreation and Culture Community Events
Canada Day 2019 built on the success of last year as Sequel Events returned to coordinate the event. The beer garden
run by the Chilliwack Curling Club was dynamic with a new, centralized location and furnishings from GP Furniture. In
the daytime, Townsend Park was filled with market vendors, bouncy castles, community groups providing activities
such as face painting, bubble soccer, wood craft projects and beloved characters from Ever After Princesses and Higher
Function. All day long, food vendors were busy feeding attendees while the stage entertainment featured a collection
of great local talent. The night gradually filled up with people for the grand fireworks finale.
Sardis Sports Complex Opening – With the new rink finished, Twin Rinks was officially renamed to the Sardis Sports
Complex and the grand opening kicked off with an exciting exhibition game between the Chilliwack Chiefs and the
Langley Rivermen. Over 250 members of the public took in the new building while enjoying hot dogs served by the
Chilliwack Firefighters Charitable Society, donating canned foods, engaging with arena community groups, and
witnessing Mayor Popove drop the ceremonial puck before the Chiefs topped the Rivermen 2-1.
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Guests

Celebration and Activity Grant

July

August

Sept

Gardening BBQ and Social
Event
Downing Rd Block Party
Circle Drive Block Party
Mayfair Blockwatch Block
Party
Paula Park Block Party
Peach Rd Block Party
Townsend Terrace Block Party
Yarrow Young Family BBQ
Ann Davis Community BBQ
Summer Fun Day 2019
Fairy Village Festival
Ice Cream Social
Macken Ave Block Party
Angus Dr Block Party
Andrews Ave Block Party
Chilliwack Pride BBQ
Great Garrison Get Together
Northview Block Party
Princess Avenue Street Party
Chinook St Block Party
The Grove Annual Block
Party
Amber Dr - End of Summer
Block Party
Beaufort Rd & Curry Pl Oktoberfest
Watson Park Neighbourhood
Club BBQ
Ramona Neighbourhood BBQ
& Dessert

Save our Slough Bike Tour
Peach Rd Strata Block Party
Central Turns 90 - A Downtown
Event
Crystal Dr Block Party
River's Edge Back to School
BBQ
Maple Ave C12-1 Block Watch
Total

Community

Funding

Projected

Actual

Fairfield Island

$

250.00

175

100

Greendale
Sardis

$
$

140.00
240.00

40
75-100

25
120

Chilliwack Proper

$

380.00

200

94

Paula Park
River's Edge
Chilliwack Proper
Yarrow
Downtown
Fairfield Island
Vedder
Sardis
Chilliwack Proper
Chilliwack Proper
Chilliwack Proper
Chilliwack Proper
Garrison
Chilliwack Proper
Chilliwack Proper
Vedder

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

140.00
130.00
125.00
150.00
175.00
400.00
680.00
140.00
215.00
140.00
190.00
400.00
380.00
140.00
480.00
140.00

20-30
50
50
40
300
300
300
60-90
40-60
50
50
300
100-150
40
200-250
40

30
30
60
40
250
325
300
75
35
60
50
700
125
25
215
64

Vedder

$

200.00

100

60

Sardis

$

250.00

100

75

Sardis

$

190.00

57

36

Vedder

$

165.00

60

36

Chilliwack Proper

$

100.00

30-40

35

$

140.00

100

50

$

150.00

30-40

43

Downtown

$

1,085.00

300-500

400

Fairfield Island

$

195.00

75

48

River's Edge

$

480.00

250

50

$
135.04
$ 8,125.04

50
2727

13
3569

Fairfield Island, Camp
and Hope Sloughs
River's Edge

Chilliwack Proper
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Rosedale Traditional Community School Society (RTCSS)
RTCSS had an exciting summer welcoming children from ages 3-12 years old to take part in the many programs
planned. The society hosted seven weeks of ‘Celebrate Summer’. Participants ages 6-11 years old were welcomed
Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm to participate. Camp leaders worked hard to provide a high quality program showcasing
weekly themes. Activities included crafts, games, physical activities and field trips to exciting destinations such as
Science World, the Vancouver Zoo, Project Climb, Bridal Falls Waterslides, Historic Yale Town and Britannia Historic
Ship Yard. Celebrate Summer continues to grow, averaging 40 children per day with seven camp leaders. For children
who were looking for limited activity, RTCSS staff also led two-hour daily activity camps each week. The facility
continues to be a safe neighbourhood hub for all ages to gather. Doors were also open two evenings per week for the
very popular Adult Badminton Program.

Yarrow Community School Society
Daycare camps were offered again this summer, five days a week for seven weeks. The
group gets out on the local trails and creeks most days. There are some rentals
through the summer with large family groups enjoying the space during the hot
weather. Fall brings the return of Tykes Soccer on the back field for eight Saturday
mornings. A ten-week after-school basketball program coached by a local volunteer is
currently underway with 30 children ranging from grades 2-5. New this fall is a drop-in
Art Exploration program for children ages 1217. Each week they explore new mediums
and styles working alongside an enthusiastic
local artist.
Daisy the trishaw and the Cycling Without Age
program had some really great trips out and
about town and along the Vedder Rotary Trail. Lots of smiles and waves as
people got to see them out sharing rides and stories.
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Chilliwack Central Elementary Community School Society
CCECSS ran half day activity programs throughout the summer including, but not
limited to Art Exploration, Science & Technology, Mini Chefs, Kids in the Kitchen,
karate, babysitter training, soccer, piano, and Home Alone.
CCECSS wrote a grant so an additional room within the school could be built to enable
the Society to provide more community programs. On July 22, an Early Years
Downtown Family Place drop-in centre opened as a joint partnership between
Chilliwack Community Services and CCECSS within Central Elementary. The program is
open two mornings and four afternoons a week. On average, twenty families a session
have been attending.
This year’s CCECSS “Summer Fun" all-day
camp, which is in its seventh year, ran seven
weeks of the summer, five days a week. Staff kept the children engaged
throughout the week all summer long with games, sports, crafts, nature
walks, community garden maintenance, water fun and field trips. All
activities revolved around a new theme each week of the summer, which
included such themes as Passport to Summer, Animal Planet, Imagination
Station, Superhero Academy, 60 Seconds to Success, Circus Circus and
Surf’s Up.

Chilliwack Heritage Park
At Chilliwack Heritage Park, the months of July through September are consistently busy, primarily with animal events.

These events attract a wide range of visitors to our community. In addition to several dog and horse shows, the annual
Vintage Motorcycle Show, the Mud Drags and the Chilliwack Fair were also highlights. Heritage Park also hosted the
Ride to Conquer Cancer for a second year in a row, bringing thousands to our community.
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Chilliwack Museum
Events
•
Culture Days: Free admission to the Chilliwack Museum was offered on September 27-28 as part of the nationwide Culture Days celebration.
Funding
•
Community Gaming Grant: The Museum received $24,400 through the Community Gaming Grant for the
continued support of our Education & Engagement Department. These funds traditionally cover a portion of the
Education & Engagement Coordinator’s salary.
•
Young Canada Works – Building Careers in Heritage Internship: The Museum will receive up to $12,000 (the final
amount to be determined based on work plan) to hire a Research and Digitization Assistant for the Archives. This
intern position will last from November 4, 2019 to March 31, 2020.
•
Applied for the British Columbia Arts Council Assistance for Public Museums for $20,000 for 2020.
Curatorial & Exhibitions
•
Entered in to discussions to facilitate return of 1972.035.001 [Red Cross Quilt] loan from University of Calgary
Founders Gallery, where it had been on display as part of Keepsakes of Conflict: Trench Art and Other Canadian
War-related Craft and Red Cross Quilts of the Great War exhibition between June 7, 2019 and September 2,
2019.
•
Organized return of 1999.023.0064.1-2 [Hops Gathering Basket] loan from The Reach Gallery Museum
Abbotsford. The Hops Gathering Basket was displayed as part of the Little México exhibition on display between
May 23, 2019 and September 15, 2019.
•
Began discussion with Vancouver Art Gallery regarding potential outgoing loan of 1987.031.001a-b [Coast Salish
Weaving & Hanging Rod] and 2016.070.002 [Coast Salish Weaving] for upcoming Modern in the Making
exhibition between April 10, 2020 and September 13, 2020.

Day with the Doctor, curated by the Archives & Curatorial
Summer Student, Jordan Sheffield.

Canada Day photo booth
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Chilliwack Museum
Exhibitions:
•

Began work on upcoming exhibition, tentatively titled Cartography: Chilliwack’s Charted History. The exhibition
is slated to launch May 21, 2020.

•

Launched new Archives mini-exhibition, A Day with the Doctor. On display until August 2020.

Collections Management & Conservation:
•

Curatorial received multiple donations from numerous organizations, including Algra Bros. Development, the
City of Chilliwack and Molson Coors Fraser Valley Brewery.

•

Ongoing collections management, processing and maintenance, including general surface cleaning of
1980.048.001 [Reed Organ]; 1993.011.001 [Organ]; 78F98A/B [Organ, on loan from Canadian Military Engineers
Museum]; 2013.038.016 [Pulpit]; and 2013.126.022 [View Camera].

•

Began Canadian Conservation Institute (CCI) Artifact Analysis and Examination application for stabilization and
storage assessment of 2001.013.001a-b [Topographical 3D Map].

Other:
•

Collaboration with Matthew Hawkins (Around Chilliwack) to launch inaugural Monday Museum Moment on the
Paramount Theatre, available on Around Chilliwack website and social media.

Education & Engagement
•

In addition to regular programming, the Education & Engagement team attended Canada Day festivities as a
vendor.

Archives
•

Statistics for July 1, 2019 to September 30, 2019 :
July

Aug

Sept

Total

Visitors

41

36

44

121

Research
phone calls

19

20

23

62

Research
emails

15

16

12

43

Photo orders

2

3

5

10
Topographical 3D Map under assessment by the
Canadian Conservation Institute.

Total Museum Visitors - 1,188; Archives visitors - 121;
Archives phone / email inquiries - 105;
Gift Shop Sales - $4,468.26.
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Great Blue Heron Nature Reserve (GBHNR)
The GBHNR Society was busy with summer camps and community programs
in July and August. In July and August there were two week-long wildlife art
camps, two week-long nature and art combination camps, one week-long
nature camp, and six community programs. A week-long camp was also run
for the Fraser Valley Brain Injury Society. The GBHNRS had tables at the July
1 events at Townsend Park and at the Stó:lō Children’s Festival.
Free public events this quarter included guided walks to see the herons
nesting. Over 6,000 people came through the Interpretive Centre at the
GBHNR this quarter.

Two summer employees worked with the Executive Director this summer,
primarily helping with conservation efforts such as invasive species removal
and aquatic surveys. Of particular note, fish population surveys and benthic
invertebrate surveys were conducted throughout the reserve and a technical
report was produced. A spawning male Salish Sucker was captured in these
efforts. Salish Suckers are a red listed species found in only 11 waterbodies in
Canada.
One educator is now working regular part-time hours as an Education
Coordinator, managing all education programs at the reserve and two casual
educators were hired in September to deliver homeschool and school programs, and to help with the creation of new
programs. The fall homeschool program started on September 20 and is fully booked. One community program and
four school programs were delivered in September.

Promontory Heights Community School Society
Promontory Heights Elementary Community School Association has enjoyed another wonderful summer of programs
and activities. The popular day camp program, Sun n’ Fun, surpassed its highest ever enrollment from last summer.
PHECSA’s Tween Night for youth in grades 4-6 continues to offer a safe place for children to socialize with their peers
in a safe and fun environment. PHECSA has had over 40 youth attending weekly.
The Sun n’ Fun day camps offered an exciting variety of themed weeks that included a special field trip once per week
to locations in the Fraser Valley from Bridal Falls to Burnaby Village.
Sun n’ Fun had a record year with more than 950 participants. The children took part in many different themed
activities based around Nature Learning and many other engaging themes.
PHECSA was proud to start a partnership with Chilliwack Community Services to provide a Youth Drop-In Centre, free
for youth aged 13-18 every Monday.
To start the school year, PHECSA hosted a community BBQ to welcome back the teachers and families for a new school
year.
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Chilliwack Landing Leisure Centre
&
Cheam Leisure Centre
Cheam Leisure Centre
This summer, the Cheam Leisure Centre had its first annual shut
down after almost 10 years of continuous operation. During the
closure, the gymnasium floor and squash courts were sanded and
refinished, pools were drained to work on the tiles and expansion
joints, sand filters cleaned with new laterals and sand installed and
many of the lights were changed out to LED. Much of the facility saw
a painted facelift with more work to continue.

Chilliwack Landing Leisure Centre
This quarter, the Chilliwack Landing Leisure Centre saw 24 youth
obtain their Bronze Medallion to begin their path to becoming
lifeguards, 20 youth complete their Bronze Cross, and 20 new
lifeguards obtain the National Lifeguard certification to service the
community’s pools. The community of Chilliwack also received 36
newly certified babysitters and 21 Standard First Aid trained citizens
this summer.
This summer, online registration through the new PerfectMind
software made lesson registration easier for the public, with over 400
(approximately half) of the lesson participants being registered online. With the Cheam Leisure Centre closure, all
lessons and summer camps were held at either the Chilliwack Landing or Rotary Outdoor Pool for the month of August.

Rotary Outdoor Pool
It was a very successful summer at the Rotary Outdoor Pool with
full registrations in the Learn to Swim program and over 1,700
Chilliwack residents taking advantage of the weather by swimming
outdoors. Rotary Pool residents were also able to take advantage of
the online registration for lessons this summer for a streamlined
system for all locations.
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Chilliwack Cultural Centre
The Chilliwack Arts & Cultural Centre Society presentations:
The Society’s 2019-20 presentation series of 40 shows was announced at the beginning of August. The Society held its
Volunteer Appreciation on September 7. Joshua Beamish/MOVETHECOMPANY, an international contemporary ballet
company, came to the Chilliwack Cultural Centre over the Labour Day long weekend to engage in a creation residency
for their new production of @giselle. Public viewings were available on August 30 and September 1-2.
Rental and Partner Organizations:
July had the Chilliwack Players Guild’s British Pub Nights – Pirate Radio playing in Rotary Hall from July 4-12. Johnny
Showtime Ltd. presented The Abby Show in the HUB International
Theatre on July 7 and The Michael Jackson HIStory Show on July 24.
Secondary Characters presented The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee from July 18-28.
September started with Renee James Productions presented La Vie
en Rose on September 13. BC Living Arts presented Music of the
Night: The Concert Tour on September 14. Shantero Productions
presented Ron James: Full Throttle on September 19. Rock. It. Boy
Entertainment presented LED Zepagain on September 23. The
Chamber of Commerce held an All Candidates Forum on September
25. Chilliwack Citizens for Change presented Hope in a Time of
Change: Climate Initiative also on September 25.
Fundraisers:
The seventh Fraser Valley Culture & Craft Beer Festival fundraiser took place on September 21, raising funds to support
The Centre’s arts and crafts programming.
O’Connor Group Art Gallery:
The Chilliwack Visual Artists Association exhibits in the O’Connor Group Art Gallery included: The Way We See It from
July 4 to August 3, Expressions from August 8-24. A Touch of Earth
XII from August 28 to October 5.
Art Classes:
Arts classes for adults were offered in Wirework, Flamework,
Jewellery making, Pottery Glazing, and Acrylic Pouring. Open
Studios for Clay and Glasswork continued over the summer
months and the Life Drawing Open Studios resumed in September
after taking a summer break.
Summer Art Camps for Kids ran for six weeks from July 8 to August
16.
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Chilliwack Library

The Chilliwack Library, in partnership with the City of Chilliwack, began the first of
eight weeks of outdoor entertainment with their annual Summer Reading Club Kick
Off Party on July 3. Families were invited to join staff in Salish Park where a variety of
activities had been set up for their enjoyment. Among other things, children had the
opportunity to have their faces painted, create colorful sand art, enjoy
complimentary refreshments and bounce in a giant inflatable castle. After all the
excitement outside, families were invited to head into the library to see the Great
Gordini work his magic. He and his assistant Otto the Skunky Monkey performed
magic tricks and conjured up lots of fun for an excited audience of over 150 people.
The ongoing “Summer in Salish” partnership series consisted of the Chilliwack Library
organizing and delivering a series of story times hosted outside, accompanied by a
special guest each week. Every story time featured songs and rhymes, a colorful cast of puppets, some of everyone’s
favourite picture books, and was attended by as many as 85 children with their caregivers.
After each story time the library welcomed a local community group or performer who would exhibit their unique
knowledge or talents to enthusiastic families. Some highlights included:
•
A visit from the folks at Radical Raptors who, along with Tumble the Kestrel,
Betty White the Snowy Owl, and Harriet the Great Horned Owl, talked to an
eager audience about the birds and what their organization does;
•
A performance by the Circus Lab who demonstrated a variety of circus arts
including aerial silks, juggling, and hooping; and
•
A workshop on how to breakdance by the Breakdance Project, a group whose
mission is to inspire positive change through the use of hip hop.
For September, the Chilliwack Library rolled out the “Man in the Moon” story time
series. While there are many “Mommy and Me” options available in Chilliwack,
library staff noticed a real absence of events geared towards fathers in the
community. To help fill the void, this monthly program, led by a male librarian,
encourages male caregivers and their children to enjoy a half hour of stories, songs and literacy based activities
together.
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Sardis Library
In addition to running the usual Summer Reading Club programming, several new
events were added, including seven different art-based programs (a couple of these
were so popular that the Library had to offer them twice). Over 350 people attended
the annual medal ceremony to celebrate the reading accomplishments of their
children. Mayor Popove and FVRL Library Board representative, Councillor Knott
came to offer their congratulations.
In August, the popular “Back To School At Hogwarts” program returned. Patrons
were sorted into Hogwarts houses, greened screened into scenes from Harry Potter,
sent on scavenger hunts, given clues to open breakout boxes, learned to cast spells
with our high tech wands, and given the chance to make several different Harry Potter
related crafts. The library was filled to the rafters with merriment and mayhem as
more than 700 people attended this popular event. It was rewarding for staff to see all
the smiling faces, including many excited teenagers. The young adult and teen
demographic can be challenging to reach with library programs, but Harry Potter
themed events continue to demonstrate a universal appeal to all ages.

Yarrow Library
Yarrow Library decided to explore this year’s Summer Reading Club theme, Imagine the
Possibilities, a little bit further by adding sub-themes. Staff included a Harry Potter theme
where customers could imagine that the Yarrow Library was transformed into Hogwarts.
The library was decorated with Harry Potter house banners generously donated by The
Bookman in Chilliwack, and other paraphernalia such as a broom, golden snitches, owls,
wands, invisibility cloaks, a Marauder’s map and posters with quotes by favourite Harry
Potter characters.
Each week, customers were invited to work through the scavenger hunts to enter and
win Harry Potter type prizes and had the option to have their picture taken with some
fun Harry Potter props. Staff saw customers come to the Yarrow Library from Abbotsford,
Rosedale and Cultus Lake in order to take part in the fun.
The imagination did not stop with Harry Potter programs; customers were able to
explore their imaginations with many in-house programs along with the system-wide programs. The library had several
story times, two Play Doh meetup programs, Keva Planks, Magformers and
Ozobots. Unfortunately, due to inclement weather “Storytime in the Park” was
moved to the Yarrow Hall. Envision Financial generously donated popcorn and
water for this event, FVRL’s popular LiLi van with Janeen Parent visited us, and
master puppeteer Elspeth provided entertainment for everyone.
Yarrow Library experienced one of the best Summer Reading Club program
years in terms of programming, class visits, registration, 5-week completions
and medals. Yarrow’s overall participation increased 38% in 2019. Staff gave out
approximately 100 completion medals this year, a marked increase to previous
years. Programs expanded and attendance numbers doubled, demonstrating
that the Yarrow Library continues to play an important role in the community.
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City of Chilliwack Fire Department

Third Quarter Report - 2019

Administration Personnel
Career Staff:

New Appointment:
Deiter Andre, Training Officer
Captain
July 29, 2019

Community Activities
The Fire Department continues to be actively involved in many community events and fundraisers. This quarter,
Chilliwack firefighters and the Chilliwack Firefighters Charitable Society (CFFCS) volunteered and raised money for
the Society at the following events:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Canada Day Pancake Breakfast
Mountain View Harley Davidson breakfast events
Fraser Valley Regional District Employee Appreciation lunch barbeque
CADREB and City of Chilliwack Two Pitch Baseball Tournament
Barn Burner Breakfast in Yarrow
Sardis Sports complex opening
PTSD Golf Tournament
Saccomaniacs, Agriculture for Autism Golf Tournament
Ann Davis Society Barbeque

The CFFCS donated in support of the following during this quarter:
o Chilliwack Bowls of Hope
o Brain Injury Canada
o Pacific Autism Family Network
o Community Cupboard Fundraiser
o Ride to Live, Men’s Health
o First Responder PTSD Awareness
o BC Professional Firefighters Burn Fund

Donation to Burn Fund
from Keira McKenzie
(Chilliwack burn survivor) and
Chilliwack Firefighters Charitable Society

Barn Burner BBQ Event
Pancake Breakfast
July 2019
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Operations – Incident Responses
Incident Responses

2019 Paid-on Call Responses by Hall
533

600

335

400
178

156

200

87

52
Hall 6
Greendale

Hall 5
Ryder Lake

Hall 4
Sardis

Hall 3
Yarrow

Hall 2
Rosedale

0
Hall 1
Downtown

The Chilliwack Fire Department responded to 833
calls for service in the third quarter (2,392 year to
date). This was an increase of 204 calls compared to
this time in 2018. Incidents for this quarter included
76 fires, 129 motor vehicle incidents, 48 emergency
medical aid calls, and 70 burning complaints. Thus
far in 2019, the three leading calls for service were
public service, alarms activated, and motor vehicle
incident responses. These three incident response
types accounted for 1,596 incidents or 67% of the
total calls responded to date.
.

2019 Incident Responses - Year to Date

Incident Responses
January - September
2475

2150

Public
Hazard

2392

88

2188

Hazmat

1

55

0%

2%

Fires

273
11%

4%

2091
1900

Rescues

1966

Alarms
Activated

Public
Service

556

716

1650

23%

30%
Burning
Complaints

1400
2015
3rd Qtr

2016
3rd Qtr

247

2017 3rd 2018 3rd 2019 3rd
Qtr
Qtr
Qtr

10%

Medical Aid

MVI

132

324

6%

14%

Vehicle Fire, Dyke Road

Vehicle Fire, Industrial Way

August 2019

July 2019
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Operations Incident Responses
Monthly Summary
July

FIRES

Aug.

3rd
Quarter

Sept.

st

1
Quarter

35

17

Structures

4

11

9

Vehicle

8

8

6

12

16

2

ALARMS ACTIVATED

76

66

68

Single family residential

37

17

24

Multi!family residential

18

21

22

Non!residential

21

28

22

MVI (NO FIRE)

42

38

49

0

2

1

Provide Medical Care

29

18

27

Routine Cleanup / No injuries

12

15

18

1

3

3

EMERGENCY MEDICAL AID

12

17

19

48

29

55

132

BURNING COMPLAINTS

70

111

66

247

Auto Extrication

Cancelled/Fire not required

18

31

21

Illegal

18

31

20

Legal

0

0

1

80

91

81

Investigate safety complaints and hazards

17

14

16

Assist other agencies (BCAS, RCMP etc.)

PUBLIC SERVICE

111

86

Year to
Date

24

Outdoor / Other

76

2nd
Quarter

273
91
47
135

210

183

163

556
198
147
211

129

120

75

324
8
168
131
17

222
25

252

231

233

716
161
429
52
26
22
26

49

59

51

Home smoke alarm/Carbon monoxide alarm

6

11

8

Post Fire Recheck/ Post Fire Investigation

0

2

0

Trapped in Elevator

6

3

3

Other

2

2

3

14

8

9

31

22

35

88

RESCUES

0

1

0

1

0

0

1

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

3

7

6

16

27

12

55

MUTUAL AID

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

269

294

270

833

834

725

2,392

PUBLIC HAZARD

Totals

Previous Years:
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
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rd

3 Qtr
812
858
777
764
659

2nd Qtr
693
730
678
671
488

st

1 Qtr
683
887
636
531
445

YTD
2,188
2,475
2,091
1,966
1,592
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Fire Prevention – Public Education & Code Enforcement
The Chilliwack Fire Department is proactively working to reduce fire losses and injuries through
education, engineering, code enforcement, and fire investigations.
2019 Public Education
Activities

Fire & Life Safety Education
A total of 71 fire and life safety sessions were delivered
to the community thus far in 2019. In 2019 to date,
3,563 residents have been educated or trained in fire
and life safety, and emergency preparedness. Fire hall
tours have allowed firefighters to proactively educate
children and their parents on the hazards of fire, and
how they can better prepare their family if a fire occurs
in their home.

# of
Events

Juvenile Fire Setter Interviews
Fire Safety Classes
Fire Extinguisher Training
Fire Hall Tours
Emergency Preparedness Classes
Other Public Education Sessions

Totals

Persons
Educated

17

546

23

528

15

368

7

171

9

1,950

71

3,563

Code Enforcement
Fire & Life Safety Inspections
January - September

The department completed 194 fire and life safety
inspections in this quarter including health and safety
inspections with the Bylaw Department, RCMP, and BC
Safety Authority.

1000
800
600

988
857

860
681

555

Engineering
The department completed 34 plan and sprinkler
reviews this quarter. Fire Department personnel also
conducted numerous on-site inspections to ensure Fire
Code compliance.

400
200
0
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
3rd Qtr 3rd Qtr 3rd Qtr 3rd Qtr 3rd Qtr

Fire Extinguisher Training
September 2019

Investigations / Losses
Second quarter fire losses were $2,951,950 bringing
the total dollar loss to $14,540,500 thus far in 2019.
There were no fire related injuries during this quarter.
A total of 15 dollar loss structure fires occurred this
quarter with 12 (or 80%) occurring in residential
occupancies. Fire origin and cause investigations were
completed to identify fire loss trends and focus our
education efforts to prevent future losses.
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Training
In addition to our regular training, the summer months bring warmer days and extended daylight hours which provides
great opportunities for firefighters to take their training out into the community.
Technical Training
• Aircraft Emergency Response Procedures – firefighters from Halls 1 and 4 worked with Airport Management
preparing to mitigate any incident that may arise at Flight Fest, such as crash procedures, aircraft fires, and
extrication procedures.
• Rural Water Supply - is an essential component in firefighting which can be both complex and time consuming.
Firefighters dedicate substantial time in the summer months training on rural and urban water supply.
• Pre-Hospital Care - is a large component of our training curriculum and includes regularly scheduled CPR, AED,
Spinal, and FR 3. Numerous training sessions were completed.
• Forestry and Interface Firefighting – firefighters reviewed forestry firefighting strategy and tactics, utilizing
portable pumps and bladders.
• Rope Rescue – firefighters conducted scenario-based training on the terrain in our community in order to better
prepare themselves for slope rescues.
• Driver Training – is ongoing as drivers are certified to the IAPD Standards.
• Emergency Scene Management – 10 firefighters attended an accredited 40-hour course designed to assist
incident commanders and officers in developing incident action plans to safely and effectively mitigate an
incident, while maintaining crew accountability.
• Elevator Rescue – 8 firefighters attended elevator rescue training in accordance with Elevating Devices Safety
Regulations.
• Vehicle Rescue – 14 firefighters from Halls 1 and 3 received Vehicle Rescue Level I and II training and
accreditation in accordance with NFPA 1006 from the Justice Institute of B.C. The 32-hour training session was
held over two weekends.
Educational Training
• Fire Officer Level I – 3 firefighters began working on the courses required by NFPA 1021 to attain accreditation
for Fire Officer Level I. This quarter also saw 2 firefighters complete Fire Officer I.
• Fire Officer Level II – 2 acting lieutenants continue working on the requirements outlined in NFPA 1021
accreditation for Fire Officer Level II, and 1 acting lieutenant completed Fire Officer II.

Team Building Exercise,
Midget A Hockey Team
September 2019
New Career Firefighters Training Program
Low Slope Rope Rescue Training
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Emergency Preparedness
rd

The 3 Quarter of 2019 saw a fairly uneventful wildfire season, despite experiencing slightly warmer than average
temperatures and slightly lower than average precipitation. In September, the fire department took delivery of additional
wildland firefighting hose and related equipment that will further increase the department’s wildfire suppression
capabilities.
The Chilliwack Emergency Program continues to hold bi-monthly meetings with internal and external stakeholders to
further emergency planning efforts, relationship building and review of learnings from past emergency incidents. Recent
discussions have included evacuation best practices, neighbourhood (gated community) emergency preparedness,
hazardous materials/dangerous goods response and emergency communications system interoperability.
The Chilliwack Amateur Radio Club met weekly and continues to provide regular training to their membership. On August
th
17 , the radio club provided critical emergency communications and operations support to the Revel Marathon Chilliwack
organizers and 600+ race participants.
The Chilliwack Emergency Support Services Team met bi-monthly to train and discuss past emergency incidents. The
team was activated to support approximately 100 displaced residents of the Park Ridge Apartment fire on Stevenson Road
in August. With the support and assistance of the Chilliwack School District, an Emergency Reception Center/Group
Lodging Facility was established at Tyson Elementary, where residents were assisted by ESS team members and also met
with fire department, insurance company and restoration company representatives. In addition to the Tyson Elementary
facility, the Chilliwack School District also provided transportation services from the fire scene to the reception center for
the displaced residents.
For the second time in 2019, over 50 law enforcement students from China visited our Emergency Operations Centre in
August and received a training presentation on local emergency management. Training sessions for city staff in the
planning, operations, logistics and finance sections of the Emergency Operations Center were also delivered in September
and focused on the newly-published provincial evacuation guide.

Canada Day Celebration and
Pancake Breakfast
Chilliwack Fire Hall 1
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VANDALISM REPORT

2019 THIRD QUARTER

SUMMARY TABLE
CITY OF CHILLIWACK
2019 Third Quarter - Vandalism Report Summary
July, August and September - 2019

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Year to
Date

Dec

Operations
Infrastructure

$ 13,110 $ 4,384

Recreation
Facilities

$

975 $ 1,600 $

Civic Facilities

$

450 $

Engineering Wire Theft

$

Fire

$

2019 TOTALS

$ 14,535

$ 5,984

$ 12,930

$ 11,794

$ 10,566

$ 20,273

$ 21,605

$ 20,489

$ 23,746

$ 141,922

2018 TOTALS

$ 3,562

$ 4,134

$

$10,694

$10,828

$10,210

$22,104

$11,640

$14,860

$

$ 10,723 $ 10,581 $

9,610 $

9,101 $ 19,382 $ 12,334 $

9,992

$

99,217

- $

988 $

750 $

- $

1,185 $

1,897 $

116

$

7,511

- $

2,207 $

225 $

206 $

927 $

478 $

1,758 $

125

$

6,376

- $

- $

- $

-

$

- $ 10,245 $

560 $

4,500 $ 13,513

$

28,818

- $

- $

- $

-

$

-

$

-

8,594

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

96,627

VANDALISM REPORT

2019 THIRD QUARTER

VANDALISM REPORT

2019 THIRD QUARTER

VANDALISM REPORT

2019 THIRD QUARTER

VANDALISM REPORT

2019 THIRD QUARTER

VANDALISM REPORT

2019 THIRD QUARTER

MEMO
TO:

Director of Corporate Services

FROM:

Chris Wilson, Assistant Chief, Emergency Program Co-ordinator

DATE:

October 11, 2019

RE:

Vandalism Report – 3rd Quarter 2019

The Fire Department submits the following for its third quarter vandalism report:

There were no significant acts of vandalism to Fire Department facilities during this quarter.

Thank you,

Chris Wilson
Assistant Fire Chief

Municipal Development

Planning and Strategic Initiatives
Building, Land Development and Bylaw Enforcement

Third Quarter Report, 2019
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Economy and Housing Starts
Since 2014, BC residential construction investment has been fluctuating with an overall positive trend. Holding strong,
2019 is on pace to near 2018 numbers at around 41,000 units before declining by approximately 16% in 2020 (33,200
units) and 12% in 2021 (34,800 units). The 2019 “strong building cycle”, despite a weak resale market, is driven by a
28% increase in multi-family and pre-sale activity from previous years. Housing growth drivers for 2019 through to
2021 include employment expansion and population growth which continues to support demand, as well as modest
economic gains. Record high BC housing start months for April, May, June and July meant 2019 was on pace for over
51,000 units; however, housing starts have significantly been on the decline and forecasts adjusted accordingly.
Recent BC resale market weakness which has been described as “recession-like conditions” is linked to high
inventories and government policies cooling homeownership demand. Considering resale market weakness leads to
fewer starts, and pre-sale projects and projects under construction are now completing (growth drivers in 2019), going
forward, BC starts are forecasted to decline for the rest of the year and into 2020 with August marking the downturn.
The decline in housing starts combined with weakening global trade and forestry sectors and less retail spending
weigh on economic growth, resulting in modest increases near 2015 levels in 2019 of 2.2%, 2.6% in 2020 and closer to
2% in 2021. Compensating for the weaker economic sectors, economic growth drivers include still strong retail
spending, large capital investment in projects such as Site C dam, LNG Canada liquefied natural gas, and twinning of
the Trans Mountain pipeline, as well as significant increases in non-residential investment.
On trend with 2019 provincial starts expected to meet strong 2018 levels, Chilliwack September year-to-date new
residential units is the same as last year (near 600 units) and therefore on pace to meet 2018 numbers at 839 units;
down 10% from 2017. Year-to-date peak residential building permit months in Chilliwack, driven by apartment units,
are March (128 units), April (87) and September (108 units). September 2019 year-to-date building permit data shows
a slight, 3% increase in multi-family units and a 18.4% increase in new apartments units compared to the same period
in 2018; while townhouses decreased by 37%.
On trend with the provincial increase in non-residential building investment in 2019, Chilliwack September year-todate building permit values for commercial and institutional indicate a 12.5% increase from the same time last year. A
near $11,000,000 combined commercial and institutional investment value for September alone is generated from
renovations at the future new Save-On-Foods site on Luckakuck Way and the addition at Valley Haven (a seniors’ care
facility) on Menholm Road.
Resale conditions in Chilliwack are not what they are for the province. Instead, the Chilliwack resale market is holding
strong in 2019 compared to 2018, with September Sardis sales alone showing increases of 71.4% for single detached,
14.3% for apartments and 46.7% for townhouses (compared to the same month last year). Considering strong local
resale and new housing construction conditions, Chilliwack may yield more positive new residential construction
results than expected, given the less positive provincial outlook, for the rest of the year and into 2020. An anticipated
fall building permit for another 60-unit apartment building (Young Road and Princess Avenue) and City forecasts for an
upward housing cycle until 2021, also point to a positive outlook.
The above information is a summation from Central 1 economic and housing reports, and incorporates data from
the Chilliwack and District Real Estate Board statistics and City Building Permit statistics and projections.
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Let’s Talk Child Care in Chilliwack: Child
Care Space Creation Action Plan
In accordance with the requirements of the $25,000 grant awarded
to the City by the Union of BC Municipalities to produce a Child
Care Space Creation Action Plan, a steering committee was formed
to guide the development of the plan in terms of overall content
and layout as well as functioning as a resource to promote and
support any planned engagement activities. The committee
includes representatives from a variety of organizations such as the
School District, Ministry of Children & Family Development, the
YMCA, Chilliwack Community Services and the Fraser Health
Authority in addition to local child care providers. This committee
has provided invaluable insights into the child care profession, the
challenges the industry faces and the overall conditions of child
care in Chilliwack. The information the committee has provided
will be integrated into the final plan and be utilized to help shape
the recommended actions to be taken to improve child care over
the next ten years.
In addition to the formation of the steering committee, a variety of engagement activities were completed over the
summer and into the fall including booths at the Stó:lō Children’s Festival, Party in the Park and the Safety Fair, as
well as an online survey for parents, which received 343 responses. The Planning Department has also launched a
child care providers survey which is currently available on the project website. The public engagement process for
the plan will be completed by mid-November following a number of one-on-one interviews and focus group
discussions. The project is currently on track to be completed in early 2020.

Sardis Neighbourhood Plan
Since the launch of the Sardis Neighbourhood Plan in June, significant progress has been made. The first community
meeting was held on September 25 with approximately 330 people in attendance. The theme of the evening was
explaining the “Why?” of the plan which included information about what a neighbourhood plan is, why the City
needs a plan for Sardis and what the Sardis neighbourhood currently looks like (i.e. population growth,
demographics, etc.). Those who attended were encouraged to provide feedback regarding their priorities and
concerns for the neighbourhood, as well as what they love about Sardis.
In addition to the community meeting, the City launched on online survey which had a significant response with 583
responses. The next stage in the plan development, to occur in early November, will be more in-depth workshops
with residents to discuss how the development of the neighbourhood should occur. The four key topics for
discussion, chosen based on the key priorities raised during the community meeting and through the survey are
mobility; green space, trails and environment; housing and commercial services; and community amenities.
The Sardis Neighbourhood Plan is currently on track for completion in the fall of 2020.

5

Planning Projects & News

Third Quarter Report

Homelessness Action Plan Update
The City continues to work with multiple partners to address
a variety of different social issues in our community. Work
that is being done to support community safety and wellbeing in Chilliwack crosses many sectors, including health
services, income services and housing services in hopes that
by tackling tough issues together, we will have greater
success and increases in real, and perceived, community
wellness.

In June 2019, RainCity Housing’s first modular housing
opened its doors. Through this program, 46 people have been
housed and now have opportunities to access additional
supportive services to help navigate their lives. The City
continues to work with the organization and the site
neighbours to support the transition of the project and its residents into their homes. RainCity Housing partnered with
BC Housing to implement a Community Advisory Committee (CAC). The CAC meets monthly and plays a key role in
addressing concerns and helping to successfully integrate the building and its residents into the community. The
second modular housing development for an additional 46 residents is underway and expected to accept residents
near the end of November 2019.
The Chilliwack Situation Table (CIRT) continues to meet weekly and work towards connecting people to much needed
resources to provide wrap-around care. CIRT partners with 15 service providers to present individuals or families to
the group that need positive connections to services and then actively pursue meeting with the people to make the
connection. CIRT has successfully connected over 25 individuals or families to resources since it began in early 2019.

Chilliwack Healthier Community
July: On July 3, the CHC continued its work on “Every Door is the Right Door for Seniors” (EDRDS) program and
hosted a simulation exercise. The event included the Healthier Seniors Task Team who reported that it was
effective at demonstrating the challenges seniors may face navigating systems when seeking help. Throughout
July, four new CHC partners came on board, including: Tzeachten First Nation, Community Living BC, Work BC
and the BC Community Response Network.
August: CHC events, forums, workshops and training for 2019-2020 can now be viewed in the calendar events on
the website at www.chilliwackhealthiercommunity.ca. The Elements of Mental Wellness project is close to
completion and now in the final editing phase.
September: Revisions to the BC Teachers Federation Aboriginal Education Workshops have led to a new lineup
of CHC hosted events, commencing on September 30 with “Gladys We Never Knew”. Four more subsequent
events are planned, with details on the CHC website. The CHC Addictions Task Team has increased their
involvement in the New Matrix Meal (NMM) project, which involves planning for several upcoming events and a
promotional video.
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3rd Quarter - 2018/19 Comparison Planning
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3rd Quarter - 2018/19 Comparison
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3RD QUARTER 2018
Rezoning
Chilliwack Mountain
Chilliwack Proper
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East Chilliwack - Southside
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3RD QUARTER 2019
Rezoning
Chilliwack Mountain
Chilliwack Proper
Village West
East Chilliwack - Southside
Eastern Hillsides
Greendale - Cattermole - Yarrow
Promontory
Rosedale - East Chilliwack Northside
Ryder Lake
Sardis - Vedder
Non Resident Businesses
OCP/TEXT Amendments
TOTAL APPLICATIONS
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*Note: Business Licences include new, change of address, ownership changes and non-resident.
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3rd Quarter 5-Year Comparison
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3rd Quarter 5-Year Comparison
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Bike Patrol Update
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Written Warning
Breakdown
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Bylaw Enforcement
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