Official Community Plan Bylaw 2025, No. 5500 "Schedule A"
City of Chilliwack Regional Context Statement

Regional Context Statement Introduction

The City of Chilliwack is part of the Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD) and subject to its Regional Growth
Strategy (RGS). On April 25, 2024, the FVRD adopted a new RGS called Fraser Valley Future 2050. The RGS is a
strategic, high-level policy document for coordinating planning in the FVRD and for informing regional
priorities. It is a framework for planning and coordinating the activities of local governments, the Provincial
government, and other agencies to ensure that the region as a whole is working toward a common future. It
was developed through an extensive multi-year process with First Nations, local governments, key
stakeholders and community engagement.

Section 446 of the Local Government Act requires that within a region that has adopted a RGS, all municipal
official community plans (OCPs) must include a Regional Context Statement. The Regional Context Statement
sets out the relationship between the RGS and the OCP and how they will be made consistent over time. The
City of Chilliwack’s OCP aligns with the FVRD’s RGS to the extent described in the following descriptions, and
demonstrate how both the OCP and the RGS work together to support municipal and regional goals.

RGS Policies ‘ OCP Policies/Supplemental Information

1.0 Collaboration
Goal: To achieve our common goals for the future of the region by encouraging collaboration between
jurisdictions, cultures, and neighbours.

Chilliwack is a unique municipality in that 14 First Nation Reserves form an

Policy 1.1 Build and integral part of the broader community and, together, work closely on a wide
strengthen range of initiatives and projects. The City’s ongoing commitment to fostering a
relationships with mutual understanding, working towards a common vision, and recognizing/
Indigenous supporting initiatives led by neighbouring First Nations, is integrated throughout
communities and the City’s OCP objectives, policies, and maps. More specifically, these
governments commitments to collaboration can be found under the Land Use and Policy

sections, and Maps 1 and 2.

Various OCP objectives and policies reinforce the City’s commitment to ongoing
collaboration, communication, and partnerships with private and non-profit
sectors as well as Federal, Provincial, Regional and First Nations governments
and agencies, whose areas of jurisdiction overlap with Chilliwack. For example,
Policy 8.13 - Community encourages continued collaboration with the School
District on school site planning to address current and future needs, and Policy
1.2 - Housing supports forming partnerships with senior levels of government
and local sectors to deliver more affordable housing.

Policy 1.2 Work
together to ensure
success




RGS Policies

2.0
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OCP Policies/Supplemental Information

Economic Strength & Resiliency

Goal: To realize the region’s economic potential by providing opportunities in employment and education
that will grow the economy by building on the region’s strengths.

Policy 2.1 Protect
and support
employment lands

A key goal in the OCP is to “Grow the Economy”, which is supported by several
OCP objectives and policies that encourage partnerships, research, investments,
and land use planning approaches designed to support and protect Chilliwack’s
employment sectors. The “Economy” section includes specific policies aimed at
strengthening and diversifying Chilliwack’s employment sectors. For example,
Policy 7.3 encourages exploring intensification strategies to expand productivity
and increase the ratio of jobs-per-hectare and Policy 7.10 aims to protect
industrial supply by preventing non-industrial uses in industrial designated lands.

Policy 2.2 Promote
growth and
development in
agriculture

The “Agriculture” section includes policies aimed to promote growth and
development in Chilliwack’s agricultural sector. Under Policy 4.2, the City is also
committed to implementing the actions outlined in the Agricultural Area Plan
(see: Schedule — Agricultural Area Plan). These objectives and policies are further
supported by the establishment of Development Permit Area 4 — Farm Home
Plate (see: Schedule — Development Permit Areas), which aims to reduce non-
agricultural activities from encroaching into active farmland.

Policy 2.3 Create
opportunities for
employment and
education

The OCP supports creating opportunities for employment and education under
the “Economy” section, which highlights and focuses on supporting the continued
growth of Canada Education Park, in particular the campus expansion of the
University of the Fraser Valley. Through various policies such as 7.14 and 7.15,
the OCP reinforces an environment that creates opportunities for both
employment and education opportunities in Chilliwack.

Policy 2.4 Work to
attain the region’s
full tourism potential

Many OCP policies support achieving the region’s full tourism potential in
Chilliwack, such as policies 2.2 and 2.6 - Transportation, which supports improved
transit and walkability in the downtown and various policies under the “Parks &
Recreation” and “Environment” sections, which aim to promote, protect, and
enhance Chilliwack’s parks, rivers, and natural areas (key tourism attractions).
Also, policies 7.16 and 7.17 - Economy reaffirms Chilliwack’s identity as a tourism
destination in the region by supporting the continued partnerships with Tourism
Chilliwack and Chilliwack Heritage Park.
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RGS Policies

3.0 Living Well

‘ OCP Policies/Supplemental Information

Goal: To ensure the region is an inclusive place where everyone is able to maintain a high quality of life,
regardless of age, income, or ability.

Policy 3.1 Promote
healthy and inclusive
living

Chilliwack’s OCP vision of a healthy, engaged, sustainable community is embedded
in the Land Use and Policy sections. As such, many OCP objectives, policies, and
maps encourage and promote healthy and inclusive living. More specifically, Policy
2.7 - Transportation supports building complete communities by designing
inclusive streets that align with land use, Policy 8.17 - Community identifies various
approaches to increasing access to quality child care facilities, and policies 1.7 -
Housing and 2.19 - Transportation support maintaining a healthy senior population
by improving access to services they need.

Policy 3.2 Support
arts and culture
initiatives

Many OCP policies support arts and culture initiatives in Chilliwack. For example,
policies 8.1 and 8.18 - Community aims to provide a variety of accessible public
spaces that support community gatherings and policies 7.16 and 7.17 - Economy
reaffirms Chilliwack’s identify as a tourism destination in the region by supporting
the continued partnerships with local agencies.

Policy 3.3 Protect
and enhance parks
and recreation lands

The OCP includes a combination of objectives, policies, and maps that aim to
protect and enhance parks, trails, and recreation lands. These commitments can
be found under the “Parks & Recreation” section, such as: Policy 6.5 and Map 3,
which identifies future park locations to support the continued implementation
of the Greenspace Plan, and Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Master Plan, and
Policy 6.1 and Map 4, which reaffirms Chilliwack’s commitment to creating an
integrated and accessible network of trails (e.g., Experience the Fraser).

RGS Policies

‘ OCP Policies/Supplemental Information

4.0 Community Building
Goal: To create compact, complete communities that strengthen urban centres, maintain rural character,
and offer choice and affordability in housing.

Policy 4.1
Concentrate growth
in urban centres

The Land Use section and Map 1 of the OCP outlines Chilliwack’s urban structure
and concentrates the highest density in the core and urban areas, focusing the
majority of growth (including infill, redevelopment, densification, and mixed-
use) within the City’s Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) and Development Area. A
future revision to the Regional Growth Boundary of the RGS will be initiated to
align it with the City’s UGB.

Policy 4.2 Maintain
the character of rural
communities in
electoral areas

Not applicable
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Policy 4.3 Promote
sustainable
regionally-scaled
resort development

Not applicable

Policy 4.4 Ensure
housing choice and
affordability

Chilliwack’s commitment to ensuring housing choice and affordability is
embedded in the OCP’s Land Use and Policy sections. A dedicated “Housing”
section outlines specific objectives and policies that support the City’s goal of
“Building Healthy, Safe, and Attractive Communities”. Corresponding objectives,
policies, and map designations provide for at least the 20-year total number of
housing units required to meet anticipated housing needs determined in the
City’s 2024 interim Housing Needs Report.

RGS Policies

5.0 Ecosystem Health

OCP Policies/Supplemental Information

Goal: To protect the air, water, and biodiversity on which we depend.

Policy 5.1 Monitor,
study, protect, and
improve air quality

The “Environment” section includes specific policies that relate to monitoring,
studying, protecting, and improving Chilliwack’s air quality, such as: Policy 5.2,
which encourages community stewardship initiatives to identify partnership
opportunities and develop education programs, Policy 5.3, which supports
working with the FVRD on implementing the region’s Air Quality Management
Plan, and Policy 5.9, which aims to increase tree canopy coverage.

Policy 5.2 Protect
watershed health

As detailed under the “Environment” section, Policy 5.4 encourages the
protection of municipal watersheds from human activities or developments that
are detrimental to the quality and quantity of drinking water, Policy 5.5 supports
the protection of surface and groundwater resources through best practices in
stormwater, wastewater, and aquifer management, and Policy 5.6 aims to
reduce potable water demand through water conservation measures,
operational improvements and public education. These policies are further
supported by the establishment of Development Permit Area (DPA) 1 — Drinking
Water (see: Schedule — Development Permit Areas and Map 11), for the
protection of the community’s sources of water supply.

Policy 5.3 Protect
biodiversity

Chilliwack’s commitment to protecting biodiversity is embedded in the OCP’s
Land Use and Policy sections. Environmental and ALR constraints are respected
by focusing compact development within the Urban Growth Boundary and
requiring Development Permits for any works and activities within an
ecologically sensitive or hazardous area (see: DPAs 2, 3, and 5 in Schedule —
Development Permit Areas and Maps 15 and 17). Additionally, the
“Environment” section outlines specific objectives and policies that support the
City’s goal of “Protecting the Environment”. Policies in this section, such as 5.2
and 5.12 aim to protect biodiversity by encouraging collaboration with the FVRD
and neighbouring First Nations to manage Chilliwack’s environmental features
and invasive species, and Policy 5.13 supports the development of a strategy
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and public education program to prevent residential encroachment into naturals
areas.

RGS Policies

OCP Policies/Supplemental Information

6.0 Transportation & Mobility
Goal: To develop an integrated, safe, and efficient transportation system for people and goods that
promotes transit, walking, and cycling, and minimizes the transportation system’s impact on air quality.

Policy 6.1 Create a
region-wide network
of affordable and
convenient
transportation
options that safely
and efficiently
facilitates the
movement of people
and goods

Chilliwack’s commitment to developing an integrated, safe, and efficient
transportation system is found in the OCP’s Land Use and Policy sections. The
highest concentration of growth and density is planned within the Urban
Growth Boundary, supported by the City’s primary transit corridor (Map 9).
Additionally, the “Transportation” section outlines specific objectives and
policies that support creating a network of affordable and convenient
transportation options. For example, Policy 2.6 supports the continued
implementation of the Transit Future Plan, Policy 2.7 encourages coordinating
transportation investment with land use planning, and Policy 2.18 supports
efficient truck routes.

Policy 6.2 Promote
active and alternative
forms of
transportation that
prioritize pedestrians
and cyclists

As detailed under the “Transportation” section, Chilliwack is committed to
promoting walking, cycling, and transit as priority modes. For example, policies
2.1, 2.3 and 2.9 encourage improving the standards and connections of
sidewalks and cycling routes and Policy 2.2 supports prioritizing pedestrian
access in the downtown. The City is also committed to implementing the actions
outlined in the Cycle Vision and Active Transportation Plans (Policy 2.4).

RGS Policies

OCP Policies/Supplemental Information

7.0 Infrastructure & Services
Goal: To provide efficient, sustainable, and cost-effective services that contribute to compact and

sustainable growth.

Policy 7.1 Provide
safe and efficient
access to basic
utilities

The “Infrastructure” section includes objectives and policies that support the
City’s goals of “Managing Growth Responsibly” and “Building Healthy, Safe, and
Attractive Communities”. For example, policies 3.1 and 3.3 supports
collaborating with neighbouring First Nations on infrastructure planning and
monitoring/ revising city-wide projections to ensure drinking water, drainage,
and sewer capacity keeps pace with growth.

Policy 7.2 Ensure
responsible
management of solid
waste

The OCP supports responsible management of solid waste in alighment with the
FVRD’s Solid Waste Management Plan through Policy 5.15 - Environment, which
encourages the continued implementation of the City’s Solid Waste
Management Bylaw, promotes recycling to minimize landfill waste, and
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supports programs that reduce the need for dumpsters to contribute to a safe,
clean, aesthetically appealing environment.

Policy 7.3 Ensure
public safety through
emergency
management planning

Not applicable

Policy 7.4 Minimize
the impact of large-
scale utility corridors
that traverse the
region

Not applicable

RGS Policies

8.0 Climate Change

OCP Policies/Supplemental Information

Goal: To mitigate the region’s impact on global climate change and adapt to the impacts of climate change

on the region.

Policy 8.1 Mitigate
the region’s impact on
global climate change

The City’s OCP aims to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and has set a
target to become a carbon-neutral community by 2050. To support this
objective and mitigate the regional impact on global climate change, the OCP
includes a combination of policies to reduce energy consumption, increase
energy efficiency, and prioritize clean energy (such as Policy 2.17 -
Transportation and Policy 5.14 - Environment). To further support this objective
and achieve our GHG reduction targets, the City is committed to implementing
the actions outlined in the 2022 Community and Corporate Climate Action Plans
(Policy 5.1 - Environment).

Policy 8.2 Adapt to
the impacts of climate
change

Chilliwack’s commitment to adapt to the impacts of climate change is
incorporated in the OCP’s Land Use and Policy sections. For example, as detailed
in the Land Use section and Map 16, all development must meet the flood
proofing standards to ensure new development aligns with Provincial flood
construction levels. Various policies under 5.1 and 5.14 - Environment
encourages the use of climate-resilient landscaping and green infrastructure,
and supports undertaking research relating to retrofitting buildings to improve
resiliency and livability. Flood and fire adaptation risk reduction measures are
further supported by the establishment of Development Permit Area 2 — Hillside
Environments (see: Schedule — Development Permit Areas and Map 15).






