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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

Located on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the �²�H�
�(�ö�$���!���Š�:�H���²�Š�ö�Þ�:�Ø���/�µ���/�ö�µ�:, Chilliwack 
is a growing community of over 100,580  people that includes a vibrant urban core, family -oriented  
neighbourhoods, rural areas with abundant agriculture, and access to beautiful natural areas and trails. 
As the community continues to grow, there is a need to provide a greater range of mobility options that 
improve sustainability and provide access for all.  

With guidance from community residents, the City has created this Active Transportation Plan  to help 
guide investments in active and sustainable transportation to support a more balanced transportation 
system �Hone that is more accessible, cost -effecti ve, and efficient in terms of infrastructure investments. 
�À�Ø�Þ�:���§�ö�Š�����Š�ö�Þ�Ð���:���i�Þ�H�Ø���H�Ø�µ���§�2���h�Þ���§�µ�����Ï��� �.�!�.�Z�:�����§�H�Þ�h�µ���À�2�Š���:�/���2�H�Š�H�Þ�������²�H�2�Š�H�µ�Ð�o�)���i�Ø�Þ�§�Ø���ö�Š�o�:�����P�H���Š���h�Þ�:�Þ�������Ï���2���Š����

integrated, safe, and accessible active transportation system throughout the province.  

1.1 WHAT IS ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION? 
Active transportation refers to all forms of human -powered transportation that move people and 
goods to and from destinations.  Walking  �I including people using personal mobility devices such as 
wheelchairs  and  mobility scooters �I and cycling  are the most popular forms  of active transportation , 
but it can also include skateboarding, scootering, and in -line skating. Electric micromobility devices 
such as e -bikes, e -scooters, and other small, one -person electric vehicles are also an  increasingly 
popular means of travel that often share the same spaces as bicycles and other active transportation 
users.  

Promoting walking and rolling as attractive and convenient transportation choices can help reduce 
automobile dependence, increase phy sical activity levels, improve public health, reduce infrastructure 
demands, and create a more livable and vibrant community.  

FOCUS AREA: WALKING 
This Active Transportation Plan focuses on the walking -related  components of active transportation, 
including sidewalks, multi -use pathways, crossings, and other related infrastructure and policy 
improvements that will make it safer and easier to travel by foot or personal mobility device. Cycling is 
less of a focus because a long -term vision has already been esta blished. The City completed a Cycle 
Vision Plan  in 2017 that identifies where Chilliwack should prioritize future cycling infrastructure. 
People rolling using skateboards, scooters, in -line skates, and electric micromobility devices typically 
use the same facilities as people cycling , meaning their needs are largely covered in the Cycle Vision 
Plan as well . Where these two plans overlap is around multi -use pathways, which can be used by  all 
active transportation users.   

People walk  for a variety of reasons, such as  t ransportation to school , work, and to run errands ; to 
connect to transit ; and for recreation and exercise . This includes  people walking dogs  or pushing 
strollers , jogging, and meeting up with friends. This Plan covers all  the se trip purposes, aiming to create 
a long -term walking network that supports the needs of people of all ages and abilities.   
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1.2 BENEFITS OF ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
There are significant benefits associated with investing in active transportation , including the  following :  

Environment  

Transportation is one of the largest sources of  greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in Chilliwack and 
throughout the province . Active transportation contribute s significantly less GHG emissions than motor 
vehicle s, which is why increasi ng active transportation  mode share  is a key component of regional, 
provincial, and federal strategies to address the climate crisis. This is especially important in the wake of 
the severe wea ther events  that impacted Chilliwack in 2021 , which underline the need for urgent 
action . Trails and walking paths can also allow for the preservation of green space , reduce overall spatial 
requirements associated with roads and parking facilities , and contribute to resilient and sustainable 
transport ation systems .  

Economic  

The local economy stands to benefit from an increase in pedestrian activity, particularly businesses in 
�!�Ø�Þ�ö�ö�Þ�i�Š�§�ò�Z�:���P�2�¦�Š�����§���2�µ�.���X�ÿ�/�2���h�µ�®���Š�§�H�Þ�h�µ���H�2�Š���:�/���2�H�Š�H�Þ�������Þ���Ï�2�Š�:�H�2�P�§�H�P�2�µ���/�2�µ�:�µ���H�:�����µ�i���2�µ�§�2�µ�Š�H�Þ�����Š�ö���Š���®��

tourism opportunities that  support local business. Additionally, a ctive transportation is generally less 
expensive than larger road infrastructure investments, representing a more cost -effective use of public 
funds. Further, the cost to purchase and maintain a vehicle is typically a much more expensive 
approach to personal transport as compared to active transportation options, meaning there are 
financial benefits for individuals, local businesses, and the City as a whole.  

Health  

Active transportation is an affordable and accessible  way for people of all ages and abilities to exercise, 
contributing to increased activity levels  and healthier communities . Regular physical activity reduces 
the risk of early death and numerous chronic diseases . Active transportation also helps reduce str ess 
levels, reduce air pollution stemming from motor vehicle  emissions , and can increase opportunities for 
face -to -face interaction, which helps  improve social connectedness and combat social isolation.  For all 
these reasons, active transportation can be t ransformative for both physical and mental health.  

Equity  

Equity means striving for a just and fair society where all people can participate and reach  their full 
potential. Many intersecting factors �I including race, gender,  sexual orientation, income, ag e, ability, 
religion , and others  �I influence �Š���/�µ�2�:�����Z�: well -being and access to resources,  opportunities, and 
services  such as transportation. Addressing structural inequities  and ensur ing  communities are healthy, 
vibrant, diverse, and inclusive for all  requires focusing on e quity  priority groups  who are often more 
reliant on transit and active transportation, including children, older adults, people who cannot afford a 
car, and people  with  physical, sensory, or cognitive disabilities that prevent them from driving.  A lack of 
safe , reliable,  and accessible transportation infrastructure often disproportionately impacts the health, 
safety, and opportunit ies of these groups . Investme nt s in active transportation create a more equitable 
transportation system that can be utilized by a broader range of community member s, allowing more 
people to pursue economic and social opportunities .  

Safety  

Providing dedicated, properly designed facilities for walking and rolling can create a safer 
�H�2�Š���:�/���2�H�Š�H�Þ�������:�o�:�H�µ�ÿ���Ï���2���Š�ö�ö���2���Š�®���P�:�µ�2�:���¦�o���µ���Ø�Š���§�Þ���Ð���/�µ���/�ö�µ�Z�:���h�Þ�:�Þ�¦�Þ�ö�Þ�H�o���i�Þ�H�Ø�Þ�����H�Ø�µ���2���Š�®�i�Š�o���Š���®��
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decreasing the chance of collisions. Increased use of active trave l modes can also lead  to fewer vehicles 
on the road and decreases road safety concerns.  

 

1.3 PLANNING PROCESS 
The Active Transportation Plan kicked off in April 2021 and was developed over approximately  one year . 
The planning process included an assessment of  the existing active transportation network, a review of 
background documents, and technical analysis by City staff and consult ants to inform the network plan 
�Š���®���Þ�®�µ���H�Þ�Ï�o���/���ö�Þ�§�o���Š���®���/�2�Š�§�H�Þ�§�µ���P�/�®�Š�H�µ�:�.���À�Ø�Þ�:���Þ���§�ö�P�®�µ�®���µ�n�Š�ÿ�Þ���Þ���Ð���H�Ø�µ���!�Þ�H�o�Z�:���m�Š���®���(�µ�h�µ�ö���/�ÿ�µ���H��� �o�öaw, 
�2�µ�h�Þ�µ�i�Þ���Ð���H�Ø�µ���!�Þ�H�o�Z�:���§�2���:�:�i�Š�ö�ò���Þ���:�H�Š�ö�ö�Š�H�Þ�������ÿ�µ�H�Ø���®���ö���Ð�o�)���Š���®���/�2�Þ���2�Þ�H�Þ�y�Þ���Ð���i�Ø�µ�2�µ���:�Þ�®�µ�i�Š�ö�ò�:���Š���®�����H�Ø�µ�2��

walking facilities should be built.  

The plan was informed by feedback from  City committees and community members . The first round of 
community engagement occurred from  June 17 to October 15, 2021, and focused on identifying local 
active transportation barriers, challenges, and desires. Due to Provincial Health Orders (PHO) regarding 
the COVID -19 pandemic, initial portions of the engagement took p �ö�Š�§�µ���������H�Ø�µ���!�Þ�H�o�Z�:���0���Ð�Š�Ð�µ���!�Ø�Þ�ö�ö�Þ�i�Š�§�ò��

online platform.  

Once PHO restrictions eased in August, staff coordinated pop -up activities at various locations 
throughout the  community, including the Chilliwack Fair, Downtown Market, Pride Festival, and several 
other events and locations. A summary of public participation numbers is provided in  Figure 1. After 
community  engagement was complete, the results were analyzed and incorporated into the planning 
process to create a draft  Active Transportation Plan, including preparing an implementati on plan with 
cost estimates. A 
second round of 
community 
engagement was 
completed in 
spring 2022, 
where the draft 
plan was 
presented for 
feedback. This 
round of 
engagement is 
summarized in 
more detail 
below .  

Figure 1: Phase 1 Community Engagement Participation Summary   
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1.4 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY 
In developing an inclusive and well -informed Active Transportation Plan, community participation was 
essential. This included hearing from residents how they move as they go about their daily routines, 
how they would like to move in the future, and what th eir priorities are when it comes to active 
transportation. As outlined above in Figure 1�)���H�Ø�µ���!�Þ�H�o�Z�: Phase 1 Active Transportation Survey received 
381 responses, in addition to further engagement through pop -up events, committee meetings, a 
mapping exercise, and hundreds of face -to-face and phone conversations.  

Key findings from round one of the community engagement process are summarized below. A full 
summary of the engagement process is provided in Appendix A . 

�x People mostly feel safe walking in Chilliwack.  71% of respondent s feel  mostly or very safe 
�i�Ø�µ�����i�Š�ö�ò�Þ���Ð���Þ�����!�Ø�Þ�ö�ö�Þ�i�Š�§�ò���Š���®�����h�µ�2���Æ�À�­�����Ï���/�µ���/�ö�µ���®�µ�:�§�2�Þ�¦�µ���H�Ø�µ�ÿ�:�µ�ö�h�µ�:���Š�:���µ�Þ�H�Ø�µ�2���W�:�H�2�����Ð���Š���®��

�Ï�µ�Š�2�ö�µ�:�:�X�����2���W�§�����Ï�Þ�®�µ���H���Š���®���µ���H�Ø�P�:�µ�®�X���/�µ�®�µ�:�H�2�Þ�Š���:�.���R���i�µ�h�µ�2�)�����µ�Š�2�ö�o���Š���1�P�Š�2�H�µ�2�����Ï���2�µ�:�/�����®�µ���H�:��

said they feel mostly or very unsafe, meaning there  is work to be done.  
�x The lack of infrastructure is a significant barrier to walking in Chilliwack.  When asked about 

the biggest barrier to walking more often, 15% of people said �Þ�H�Z�:��the lack of sidewalks and 
pathways . When asked where to direct transport ation investment, 19% of residents said to build 
more sidewalks, while another 13% want more paved trails or multi -use pathways.  

�x Maintenance is another major barrier to walking. The top suggestion for directing 
transportation investment was to improve mai ntenance on existing sidewalks and pathways 
(24%). It was found that t he condition and accessibility of existing walking facilities also 
discourage people from walking in Chilliwack.  

�x Improved intersections, accessibility, and amenities are important. Inte rsection safety, poor 
lighting, and a lack of rest areas also serve as barriers to walking. Approximately 10% of 
respondents want to invest in more amenities like benches and water fountains at locations 
throughout the city, including along  walking and cyc ling routes and at transit stops. 
Respondents also want investment in intersection upgrades, including lighting, crossings, and 
signals. Accessibility improvements such as curb cuts, tactile paving, and wider sidewalks were 
also selected by a small percentage of respondents.   

�x Improvements are needed throughout the city . Chilliwack Proper (24%), South Sardis /Vedder  
(19%), and North Sardis (13%) were the top requests for neighbourhoods needing active 
transportation improvements. When factoring  in where respondents live (and assuming that 
people often want improvements in their own neighbourhood), there were additional 
improvement requests in North Sardis, Yarrow, Greendale, Rosedale, Fairfield Island, and on 
Indigenous lands.  

�x Residents are wil ling to invest more  in sidewalks . Nearly 60% of respondents are comfortable 
increasing the annual sidewalk budget , 29% want it left the same, and only 12% want it 
decreased.  

�x Respondent Demographics: Over 86% of respondents are residents of Chilliwack, an d they 
predominantly live in Chilliwack Proper, South Sardis/Vedder, North Sardis, and Promontory, 
although responses came from people throughout the city . More men (59%) than women (38%) 
responded. Over half were above the age of 45 and 25% were older tha n 65. Over half are 
employed, 28% are retired, and 6% are business owners. 30% of respondents noted having a 
physical or cognitive disability that impacts their use of active transportation facilities. 85% 
identify as white, while 10% identify a s Indigenous (5%) or other ethnic background (5%). 88% 
own a vehicle.  
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Phase 2 of community engagement focused on collecting feedback on the draft Plan , confirming 
recommendations and the approach to prioritization. �À�Ø�µ���!�Þ�H�o�Z�:���§�Ø�Š�:�µ���Â�����§�H�Þ�h�µ���À�2�Š���:�/���2�H�Š�H�Þ��n Survey 
received 178 responses, in addition to further engagement through  10 pop -up events, committee 
meetings, meetings with Indigenous representatives the City had over 250 conversations about the 
draft Active Transportation Plan . 

Key findings from round two of the community engagement process are summarized below. A full 
summary of the engagement process is provided in Appendix A . 

�x People in rural areas want to walk as well.  Most residents agreed that their priorities were 
shown in the pedestrian priority areas outlined in the Plan, with some suburban areas 
indicating support for their pedestrian priorities to be included.  

�x Prioritize connections to popular recreational areas . Most key destinations were included in 
the Plan. Through discussions it was found that everyone had different priorities and 
destinations that were important to them, which created a challenge to track.  

�x The active transportation network should be equitable . Ensuring vulnerable population s 
were  included  in the engagement process and as part of the framework for project 
prioritization was a top priority. While there were some limitations  with the equity analysis 
(censu s information) , focused  outreach did occur.  

�x The Plan generally reflected the values of community members . Based on the feedback 
�§���ö�ö�µ�§�H�µ�®�)���Ç�Â�­�����Ï���/�µ���/�ö�µ�Z�:���h�Š�ö�P�µ�:���Š�ö�Þ�Ð���µ�®���i�Þ�H�Ø���H�Ø�µ���:�Þ�®�µ�i�Š�ö�ò���/�2�Þ���2�Þ�H�Þ�y�Š�H�Þ�������§�2�Þ�H�µ�2�Þ�Š�.�� 
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2.0 COMMUNITY OVERVIEW 
2.1 CHILLIWACK CONTEXT 

LAND USE AND DESTINATIONS  
Chilliwack marks the start of the Lower Mainland area  and serves as a key urban centre in the Fraser 
Valley . Located in the floor of the Fraser Valley, Chilliwack maintains a distinct character  centered 
around its fertile agricultural lands and beautiful natural setting, while also serving as a gateway to the 
Metro Vancouver area. With a 2021 population of 100,580 , Chilliwack is one of the fastest growing 
communities in BC. According to St �Š�H�Þ�:�H�Þ�§�:���!�Š���Š�®�Š�)���!�Ø�Þ�ö�ö�Þ�i�Š�§�ò�Z�:���/���/�P�ö�Š�H�Þ�������Þ���§�2�µ�Š�:�µ�®���Á�Á�.�Â�­���¦�µ�H�i�µ�µ����

2016 and 2021, making it the third fastest growing municipality in the province.  

Chilliwack is composed of diverse  neighbourhoods, with Chilliwack Proper, Sardis, and Vedder forming 
an urban north -south spine flanked by several rural developed neighbourhoods, including Promontory, 
Greendale, Yarrow, Chilliwack Mountain, Eastern Hillsides, Rosedale , and Ryder Lake . While rural in 
character, these areas contain small walkable core areas with  pedestrian -oriented destinations such as 
schools, parks, and small commercial areas that warrant consideration for enhanced active 
transportation facilities. Some of these communities are also buil t  into the steep hillsides surrounding 
the valley floor, r esulting in challenging topography for active transportation users and land 
development. Between these communities is the fertile agricultural reserve land (ALR), forested 
hillsides, and riparian systems such as the Chilliwack River . 

Figure 2 shows land use and key destinations in Chilliwack that generate active transportation trips. 
This includes parks, schools, commercial areas, and key community spaces such as 
recreation/community facilities, healthcare facilities, libraries, home less faci lities, places of worship, and 
senior facilities. These locations can generate trips  made by active transportation and  are  important 
locations for new and enhanced walking infrastructure. Full page versions of the maps included in this 
document can be foun d in Appendix B . 

There are several First Nation communities located throughout the Chilliwack area, as shown on  Figure 
2. Chilliwack is located  on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory  of t he  �²�H�
�(�ö�$���!���Š�:�H���²�Š�ö�Þ�:�Ø��

peoples �.�����:�����P�H�ö�Þ���µ�®���Þ�����H�Ø�µ���!�Þ�H�o�Z�:��2040 OCP, the �À�:�Z�µ�ö�n�i�¶�o�µ�1�i���À�2�Þ�¦�µ���/�2���h�Þ�®�µ�:���H�Ø�µ���Ï���ö�ö���i�Þ���Ð���/�µ�2�:�/�µ�§�H�Þ�h�µ��

on Chilliwack :  

�À�Ø�µ���!�Þ�H�o�����Ï���!�Ø�Þ�ö�ö�Þ�i�Š�§�ò���Þ�:���i�Þ�H�Ø�Þ�����²�u� l̈h Téméxw (St � �̈C�ö�$���À�µ�2�2�Þ�H���2�o�\�D���i�Þ�H�Ø���H�Ø�µ���ö�Š�2�Ð�µ�:�H���/���/�P�ö�Š�H�Þ���������Ï��

�Š�¦���2�Þ�Ð�Þ���Š�ö���/�µ���/�ö�µ���Þ�����§�ö���:�µ���/�2���n�Þ�ÿ�Þ�H�o���H�����ß�Š���§���P�h�µ�2�I���À�Ø�µ���À�:�u�µ�ö�n�i�¶�o�µ�1�i���Š���®���§�Þ�ö�Š�ö�H���Š�2�µ���H�Ø�µ���H�i����

St� �̈C�ö�$���H�2�Þ�¦�µ�:���i�Ø���:�µ���H�µ�2�2�Þ�H���2�Þ�µ�:���Š�2�µ���®�Þ�2�µ�§�H�ö�o���Š�:�:���§�Þ�Š�H�µ�®���i�Þ�H�Ø���H�Ø�µ���!�Ø�Þ�ö�ö�Þ�i�Š�§�ò���ÿ�P���Þ�§�Þ�/�Š�ö���Š�2�µ�Š�I��

�À���®�Š�o�u�:���X���®�Þ�Š�������§�H��� �Š���®�:���i�µ�2�µ���µ�:�H�Š�¦�ö�Þ�:�Ø�µ�®���Þ�����H�Ø�µ���ö�Š�H�µ���Ü�ã�Û�Û�:���Ï�2���ÿ���:���ÿ�µ�����Ï��the many historic 

villages of these two tribes, including Cheam, Kwaw Kwaw Apilt, and Skwah (Pilalt); and 

Aitchelitz, Skowkale, Shxwhà:y, Soowahlie, Squiala, Tzeachten, and Yakweakwioose 

�[�À�:�u�µ�ö�n�i�¶�o�µ�1�i�\�I���§�Þ�ö�Š�ö�H���h�Þ�ö�ö�Š�Ð�µ�:���Š���®���2�µ�:�µ�2�h�µ�:���Š�2�µ���ö���§�Š�H�µ�®���Š�ö�����Ð���H�Ø�µ���R���/�µ���ª�Þ�h�µ�2�I���À�:�u�µ�ö�n�i�¶�o�µ�1�i��

villages and reserves are located along the Chilliwack River system.  

The Active Transportation Plan is designed to meet the needs of all Chilliwack residents, and the  diverse  
urban Indigenous population. The plan considers  connections to First Nations communities, but it does 
not provide any recommendations within First Nations lands , except where the City maintains and 
operates the roadway through permit.  
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Figure 2: Key Destinations  
























































































